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giving his enemies a fresh handle for ridicule. After the loss of the lawsuit, the Revue de Paris, raging with indignation, answered him with " Un dernier mot a M. de Balzac," an article which the waiter, after a reflection full of venom, must have iashed off with set teeth and a sardonic smile, and 11 which there is a most scathing paragraph on the rexed question of the " de " :
"He [Balzac] tells us that he is of an old Gaulish family (You understand, " Gaulish "—one >f Charlemagne's peers ! A French family, what s that ? Gaulish !) It is not his own fault, poor nan ! Further, M. de Balzac will prove to you hat the Bourbons and the Montmorencies and >ther French gentlemen must lower their armorial >earings before him, who is a Gaul, and more— , Gaul of old family! In fact, this name * De Salzac' is a patronymic name (patronymically idiculous and Gaulish). He has always been De Balzac, only that! while the Montmorencies—those mfortunate Montmorencies—were formerly called Bouchard ; and the Bourbons—a secondary family dio are neither patronymic nor Gaulish (of old Gaulish family is of course understood) were called "apet. M. de Balzac is therefore more noble than he King 1 "
Towards the end, rage renders the talented writer slightly incoherent, and we can imagine a lotted and illegible manuscript; but the question lised is an interesting one, and Balzac attached reat importance to it. A favourite form ofin this  strain,
